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the heart. Had this mode of treatment failed, it was intended to have employed 
pressure upon the brachial artery hy a ring tourniquet. 

The patient was again in the hospital in 1852, for dyspepsia and neuralgic 
pains in the face and head. Although the movements of the arm had im¬ 
proved, those of the hand remained in much the same state. A slight increase 
of power in the movements of the fingers, but more especially in the wrist, 
took place whilst she was in the hospital, and there seemed a prospect, when 
she left it, that in course of time the hand would again become useful.— Assoc. 
Med. Journ. July 1, 1853. 

48. Ligature of the Abdominal Aorta. By Prof. Monteiro, of Rio Janeiro.— 
This ease, which is the fourth of the kind on record, occurred so long ago as 
November 5, 1842. 

The patient was a man, aged 31, and suffering from what appeared to be 
aneurism of the right common iliac artery. The symptoms had first declared 
themselves after a long ride on horseback. 

The operation having been agreed to by his colleagues, M. Monteiro made an 
incision from the left antero-superior spine of the ilium to the tip of the last 
free rib, in which the superficial fascia, the oblique and the transverse muscles, 
and the fascia, were successively divided. lie then exposed the aorta behind 
the peritoneum by breaking down the intervening cellular tissue; and the peri¬ 
toneum and its contents having been raised by the hand of an assistant, he 
passed the ligature by means of a long needle, and tied it in a double knot. 
After this he closed the wound in the parietes by three twisted sections. 

Immediately upon the tying of the ligature the pulsation ceased in the tumour, 
and the inferior extremities became cold, but four hours afterwards the coldness 
had passed off, and the temperature had risen a little beyond the natural point. 
During the two following days nothing remarkable occurred, and the only point 
of interest in the report is that the lower limbs were not paralyzed. On the 8th 
there were slight pulsations in the lower part of the tumour and in the femoral 
ring. On the 9th, these pulsations were more marked. On the 12th, the w'ound 
in the parietes had healed, except at the point occupied by the ligature connected 
with the aorta. On the 14th, about two ounces of red blood escaped by the side 
of the ligature, the pulse was small and frequent, the skin clammy, and the lower 
extremities cold. On the 15th, there was fresh hemorrhage by the same chan¬ 
nel, together with extreme feebleness, and great pain in the right iliac region. 
On the 10th, the hemorrhage recurred, with vomiting and hiccup, and the pa¬ 
tient died. 

The post-mortem examination revealed no sign of inflammation in the peri¬ 
toneum. The aorta had been tied about four lines above its bifurcation, and 
an inch below the inferior mesenteric branch. Above the ligature the vessel 
was empty, and the fatal hemorrhage was found to have issued from an opening 
in its coats corresponding to the knot of the ligature. The tumour, which was 
found to be false aneurism, appeared to have originated in a small rupture of 
the femoral artery, about an inch below Poupart’s ligament, and from this 
point the blood had wormed its way into the neighbouring intermuscular cellular 
tissuo of the thigh and upwards, under Poupart’s ligament, into the iliac fossa, 
and thence behind the peritoneum to the back of the liver and the under surface 
of the diaphragm. The right common and external iliacs were red, friable, and 
seated in the upper and inner side of the tumour.— Half-Yearly Abstract, vol. 
xvii. from Rev. Medico-Chirurgicale, March, 1852. 

49, Ligature of the Subclavian Artery .—This operation was performed by Dr. 
Domenico Caccioppoli, on the 13th of February 1853, in the Hospital of In¬ 
curables at Naples. The patient was a singer, thirty-three years old. suffering 
from a large spontaneous aneurism under the loft armpit. After the elertro- 
punctnra and other means had been tried without success, a transverse incision 
was made over the clavicle, and the ligature of Scarpa was applied at the sub¬ 
clavian artery, immediately at its exit from the scalenus muscles. At the 
expiration of one day, the pulsation of the tumour reappeared. The operator, 
suspecting that the ligature was relaxed, to avoid the danger of a new ligature, 
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three days after the operation, introduced a small ivory tube, as large as a quill, 
guided by the lancet, into the wound as far as the artery. lie was then enabled 
to contract the artery at pleasure. At the expiration of seventy hours, the ivory 
tube was easily removed. Thirteen days afterwards, the ligature fell, and in 
forty days the wound cicatrized, sense, warmth, and motion existing in the left 
arm equally with the right. The tumour dispersed both by absorption and by 
evacuation of dissolved blood from two suppurated punctures. The individual 
went out of the hospital on the 3d of April, and continues perfectly well up to 
the present time.— Lancet, Aug. 20, 1853. 

50. Pulsating Tumour in the upper third of the Thigh—Ligature of the External 
Iliac, successful. —II. Denne, Esq., reported to the East Kent and Canterbury 
Medical Society, the following case: A sailor, aged 30, of middle stature, 
rather thin, and having a sallow complexion, was admitted into the Kent and 
Canterbury Hospital, on April 20, 1847, with a pulsating tumour in the upper 
and anterior part of the left thigh. Some time before his admission, whilst 
using great exertion on board ship, he felt something give way in the thigh ; 
and about a month before he came to the hospital he perceived a small swell¬ 
ing in the situation where he had felt the pain, but took no particular notice of 
it. The swelling, however, became larger and more painful, so as to cause him 
to apply to a surgeon in the Isle of Thanet, who immediately sent him to the 
hospital. 

On examining the thigh, a tumour, of undefined limits, but apparently as 
large as a man’s fist, was found in the upper and front part of the left thigh. 
Its form was rather conical, the point being directed inwards; a strong ex¬ 
pansive pulsation was felt in it in every direction, and a bruit was heard on 
applying a stethoscope to it. Pressure on the femoral artery completely stop¬ 
ped the pulsation. The man complained of cold in the part, and was greatly 
comforted by the application of a hot poultice. During the few weeks he was 
in the hospital, prior to the operation, the swelling slowly increased; but, on 
visiting him on the afternoon of May 9, Mr. Denne found that a sudden change 
had taken place since his last visit. The thigh in the neighbourhood of the 
tumour had become considerably enlarged, and was discoloured, the limits of 
the tumour being lost in the gefieral swelling. A consultation of the medical 
staff was summoned the same night; and, in consequence of the swelling ap¬ 
proaching close to Poupart’s ligament, it was deemed expedient that the exter¬ 
nal iliac artery should be immediately tied. 

Mr. Denne cut down upon the artery in the usual manner, and experienced 
no difficulty in putting a ligature round the vessel. The pulsations in the 
tumour ceased immediately after the operation. The limb was enveloped in 
spongio-piline, and its temperature was never much below that of the other. 
The patient’s recovery was uninterrupted. The ligature separated on the 
twenty-ninth day (June 7), and on the fortieth (June 18), pulsation was felt in 
the anterior and posterior tibial arteries. The general and increased tumefac¬ 
tion noticed on the 9th of May, subsided soon after the operation; but the 
tumour did not continue to decrease in the proportion usually observed in 
aneurism, after ligature of the artery that is involved; so that, when he was 
discharged from the hospital, September 3, there remained a tolerably firm 
tumour, about two-thirds of the size of the swelling that existed when he was 
admitted, and retaining the same form.-—Assoc. Med. Journ. July 1, 1853. 

51. Aneurism by Anastomosis cured by Galvanopunctiire. By M.Nelaton.— 
A young woman, aged 20, presented herself at the hospital to be treated for a 
tumour, situated over the nasal eminence, extending more to the left than to the 
right, manifestlj 7 composed of a convolution of bloodvessels, which could be 
traced by the finger. There was a distinct trembling synchronous with the 
arterial systole, and the ear detected a well-marked murmur. The patient 
referred the disease to a blow received two or three months before. The na¬ 
ture of the affection was immediately recognized by M. Ndnfmi, as consisting 
of dilatation of the arterial trunks in this region. The situation of the tumour 
in the mesial line would have rendered necessary ligature of both carotid arte- 



